


AUSTRALIA WAS BUILT ON HARD WORK, 
WHICH IS WHY HARD YAKKA IS ONE OF THIS 
COUNTRY’S MOST LOVED AND RESPECTED 
ICONS. IT REPRESENTS EVERYTHING WE 
VALUE IN THIS COUNTRY. TOUGHNESS, 
STRENGTH AND HARD WORK.
ONLY THE STRONG SURVIVE, WHICH IS WHY 
HARD YAKKA HAS BEEN AROUND FOR OVER 
80 YEARS, BUILDING ITS REPUTATION ON 
PRODUCING WORKWEAR SPECIFICALLY 
DESIGNED FOR HARSH AUSTRALIAN 
CONDITIONS. OVER TIME WE HAVE LED  
THE WAY WITH LOADS OF INNOVATIVE  
AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES.
NO MATTER HOW TOUGH THE JOB, HARD 
YAKKA WORKWEAR CAN HANDLE IT. IT’S 
LEGENDARY FOR BEING AS HARD WORKING 
AS THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WEAR IT. 
FAMOUS FOR QUALITY, UNPARALLELED 
SERVICE AND TAILORED SOLUTIONS,  
IT’S NOT HARD TO SEE WHY AUSTRALIA 
GOES TO WORK IN HARD YAKKA.
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THE LEGEND 
AT WORK

The Hard Yakka name becomes 
synonymous with quality, toughness, 
and durability. The business grows into 
an Australian institution and it’s not 
long before Hard Yakka opens a new 
manufacturing plant in Sunbury, which 
is converted from an old army hall.

Like its name suggests, Hard Yakka 
is tireless in its efforts to improve 
and evolve the product. This quickly 
translates into further growth 
and increased demand. Before 
long, the company builds a new 
manufacturing plant on six acres 
of land in Broadmeadows, which 
becomes the new headquarters.

Hard Yakka has now become the 
dominant workwear brand in the 
Australian market. With growing 
demand, the company makes the 
decision to expand. Eventually, they 
settle on a new manufacturing plant 
in Ballarat Street, Brunswick.

1930s

1940s 1960s

1950s

David K. Laidlaw begins a small clothing company 
in his parents’ house in Brunswick, Victoria. To 
come up with a name, he approaches Jim Cushen, 
an independent advertising agent, and together 
they settle on Yakka, derived from the Aboriginal 
word for work. The company narrows its focus to 
workwear and Hard Yakka is born.
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Hard Yakka continues to grow 
and innovate in the workwear 
category. The company 
introduces several new lines, 
such as 3056: Born in Brunswick, 
a fashionable range of functional 
workwear. It’s a long way from 
its humble beginnings but Hard 
Yakka has become one of the 
most recognised brands in the 
country, and one of the largest 
suppliers of workwear in the 
Southern Hemisphere. There’s 
still much to be achieved and so 
the hard work continues.

With a name like Hard Yakka, there’s no 
time for rest. The company expands its 
operations over the Tasman and launches 
the iconic brand in the New Zealand 
market. It also introduces the famous 
‘Haulpac’ commercial, which becomes an 
instant icon.

Staying true to the spirit of its 
founding fathers, Hard Yakka continues 
to look for new and better ways to do 
things. The company introduces an 
impressive range of Hard Yakka safety 
and non-safety footwear, which kicks 
goals. The decade also launches the 
unforgettable ‘Shearing’ commercial.

1980s

1990s

2010s

Already an integral part of the 
Australian cultural fabric, Hard Yakka 
cements its position as an Aussie 
icon with the launch of the famous 
‘Railway’ commercial. Featuring the 
famous Hard Yakka chant, written by 
Mike Brady, it becomes an instant hit 
with the Australian public.

1970s
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Hard Yakka Foundations is our everyday basic range of workwear. It’s tough, 
uncompromising and just like you, gets on with the job. Made for the long haul, 
Foundations is honest, heavy-duty workwear that thousands of workers rely on 
every single day of the week. With everything you need and nothing you don’t, 
we guarantee that you’re only paying for the essentials when you buy our 
Foundations workwear.

FOUNDATIONS

Our ultimate range of workwear, Hard Yakka Legends can handle whatever 
you throw at it. Made from the toughest materials, Legends delivers more 
comfort, protection and durability every day. Hard Yakka Legends is  
workwear that’s built to last longer.

LEGENDS

Nothing’s Tougher than Hard Yakka and nothing’s cooler than Hard Yakka 
Koolgear. Engineered with market leading technology, Koolgear keeps you 
dry and comfortable by drawing perspiration away from the body. Featuring 
mesh ventilation and lightweight materials, Koolgear is breathable without 
losing any toughness or durability. When it starts heating up, Koolgear is the 
only workwear you’ll want.

KOOLGEAR

OUR RANGES
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The Hard Yakka ShieldTec flame resistant (“FR”) range meets the toughest 
Australian and New Zealand guidelines for flame resistant garments and 
safety standards worldwide. Like all Hard Yakka products, the ShieldTec  
range delivers superior comfort and design innovation without compromising 
your safety.

PROTECT FR

Since the 1930’s, Hard Yakka has been making workwear that’s as tough as 
you. 3056: Born in Brunswick delivers the durability and functionality you’ve 
come to expect with a street-inspired edge. Whether you’re on the building 
site or at the pub, Hard Yakka’s 3056: Born in Brunswick range will have you 
looking the goods.

3056: BORN IN BRUNSWICK

The Hard Yakka Women’s range offers everything you’d expect from our 
workwear. Durability and comfort are delivered in spades, with a flattering  
fit tailored for women. Our women’s range is kitted out with all the best 
elements of our workwear, so you’re guaranteed to find extra pockets and 
reinforcement where it’s needed most. You’ll look and feel the part when 
you’re wearing Hard Yakka Women’s workwear.

WOMEN’S
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Hard Yakka Accessories are the perfect addition to our super tough workwear 
range. Arm yourself with our gloves and knee pads and you’re buying the same 
level of safety that Hard Yakka workwear delivers in spades. Our gloves provide 
added grip and extra protection whilst the knee pads provide cushioning and 
protection against the harshest work surfaces. Complete your kit with Hard Yakka 
belts and socks for the ultimate in comfort and durability throughout the working 
day. With the Hard Yakka range of accessories, you know you’ll be prepared for 
whatever the day throws at you.

ACCESSORIES

Hard Yakka footwear delivers where it’s most required – in comfort, protection 
and durability. Whether you’re after shoes, joggers or boots, you’ll be 
comfortable for the whole day in Hard Yakka footwear. Made to withstand the 
worst the workplace can throw at them, this footwear is as rugged and tough 
as you. Harsh conditions are nothing for Hard Yakka footwear, which includes 
shock absorbent innersoles and anti-static features, plus the latest technology 
in reinforced toe caps. Whatever the job is, you’ll have all the support and 
protection you need with Hard Yakka footwear.

FOOTWEAR



ANTIMICROBIAL
Minimise bacteria and odours with Hard Yakka’s 
range of garments treated with antimicrobial 
finish. You’ll end the day as fresh as you started.

KNEE PAD POCKETS
In built provision for knee pads to be inserted  
into the pants and held in place.

ARTICULATED FIT
Designed with a full range of movement in  
mind, the Hard Yakka articulated fit features 
strategically placed darting and engineered 
seams for the ultimate in comfort.

MOISTURE MANAGEMENT 
Fabrics designed to keep you dry and 
comfortable: moisture wicking, quick drying  
and breathable. 

BREATHABLE
Hard Yakka products that feature fabrics with 
naturally breathable properties, to keep you  
cool and comfortable all day.

REFLECTEC
Reflective tape used on Hi-Visibility  
night garments.

COOL FLOW 
Engineered ventillation placed in high heat  
zones to allow air to flow through to the body, 
improving breathability and keeping the wearer 
cool and comfortable.

STAIN REPELLENT
Bionic finish is a stain repellent that keeps your 
garments looking good for longer.

CORDURA
Cordura reinforcement offers the ultimate in 
toughness, standing up to abrasion, tears and 
scuffs with ease. 

STRETCH
Features stretch for the ultimate in comfort  
by allowing for a full range of movement,  
no matter what the task at hand is.

EASY CARE 
Washing and ironing are a breeze for garments 
featuring the Easy Care icon. You’ll look smarter 
for longer with minimal effort when you choose 
Easy Care.

SUPERCREASE
We know it’s important to look good no matter 
what the day throws at you. Hard Yakka garments 
treated with Supercrease will ensure you look as 
polished and sharp at the end of the day as you 
did at the start of the day.

DURABLE WATER REPELLENT
Durable water repellent finish sheds water from 
the garments surface.

TRIPLE STITCHING
Triple stitching assists with the reinforcement  
of the garment in stress points to make it extra 
tough and durable.

HI-VISIBILITY DAY 
A garment that uses high-visibility materials  
for daytime use only. The high-visibility material 
must encircle the upper torso. Complies with  
AS/NZS 4602.1:2011 High-Visibility Safety 
Garments Class Day.

UPF RATING 
An Ultraviolet Protection Factor (UPF) rating for 
Ultraviolet Radiation transmitted through a fabric 
onto the skin. Look for garments with a UPF 40 or 
50+ rating to be assured of excellent protection. 
Complies with AS/NZS 4399:1996 Sun Protection 
Clothing Classification.

HI-VISIBILITY DAY/NIGHT 
For use in day, night, dawn, dusk or in poor 
weather conditions where there is illumination 
from headlights. Complies with AS/NZS 
4602.1:2011 High-Visibility Safety Garments  
Class Day/Night.

WATERPROOF 
Garments constructed with waterproof fabrics 
and have been seam sealed to prevent water 
penetrating the inside of the garment.

HI-VISIBILITY NIGHT 
Garments designed for night use using retro 
reflected light. Complies with AS/NZS 4602.1:2011 
High-Visibility Safety Garments Class Night.
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WORKWEAR  
ICONS GUIDE



Most painters wear white because it doesn’t 
contrast or highlight white paint drops. 
White workwear is also easy to bleach and 
remove paint from. Key Items: Y02500 
Foundations Drill Cargo Pant, Y05500 
Foundations Drill Cargo Short, Y07500 
Foundations Cotton Drill Shirt Long Sleeve, 
Y01555 Foundations Tradesman Cotton Drill 
Action Back Overall

Khaki coloured workwear is generally worn 
by those who work with wood or earth as 
dirt and wood shavings are well disguised. 
Key Items: Y02501 Foundations Drill Pant, 
Y01010 Foundations Bib & Brace Cotton Drill 
Overall, Y07393 Legends Ripstop Short 
Sleeve Shirt

Navy workwear hides dirt, grease and  
grime, allowing the wearer to maintain a 
professional appearance even in the dirtiest 
of working conditions. Key Items: Y07510 
Foundations Cotton Drill Short Sleeve Shirt, 
Y11363 Foundations Crew Neck Short Sleeve 
T-Shirt, Y05038 Legends 3D Stretch Short

Black workwear hides grease and generally 
most dirt, allowing the wearer to maintain a 
professional appearance, no matter what the 
task at hand involves. Key Items: Y02202 
Legends Pant, Y11306 Foundations Pique 
Short Sleeve Polo

Green is a natural colour traditionally 
associated with those who work outdoors in 
agriculture. Councils also use this colour to 
distinguish their workforce. Key Item: Y01555 
Foundations Tradesman Cotton Drill Action 
Back Overall Green

WHITE
■  Painters
■  Plasterers
■  Hospitals

KHAKI
■  Carpenters
■  Landscapers
■  Construction

Mechanics need to ensure that their 
workwear is comfortable and lightweight yet 
protective. Buttons and studs should be 
covered to ensure they do not catch or 
scratch car or motorcycle paint work. Key 
Item: Y00015 Foundations Poly Cotton 
Coverall Light Blue

LIGHT BLUE
■  Mechanics

NAVY
■  Plumbers
■  Electricians
■  Mechanics

BLACK
■  All Trades

GREEN
■  Agriculture
■  Councils
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INDUSTRY GUIDE



QUALITY ALWAYS HAS BEEN AND ALWAYS 
WILL BE PARAMOUNT FOR HARD YAKKA.

Only the best is good enough to bear the Hard Yakka 
brand label. To ensure all Hard Yakka garments deliver 
quality, toughness, durability, comfort and functionality 
that will stand the test of time, they’re subjected to a wide 
range of rigorous tests. These tests include abrasion and 
tensile strength tests, wash tests, perspiration, seam and 
pilling tests and colour tests.

Rigorous testing is only one of the reasons why nothing’s 
tougher than Hard Yakka. Our ongoing commitment  
to innovative product development continues to keep 
Hard Yakka at the forefront of workwear fabric technology 
and design, delivering market leading workwear solutions.

The Hard Yakka product development team constantly 
search the globe for new ways to make workwear even 
more comfortable, safe and functional. The result is 
regular upgrades to existing workwear and a constant 
stream of new breakthrough designs. 

At Hard Yakka, the hard yakka never stops.

WASH TESTS

PERSPIRATION, SEAM  
AND PILLING TESTS

TENSILE STRENGTH TESTS &
ABRASION TESTS

COLOUR TESTS
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GARMENT 
INNOVATION



IMPORTANT LIMITATIONS OF USE

Under no circumstances should Class Day (D) garments be worn for visibility purposes at night. Any markings, attachments, screen 
prints or other alterations, accessories or coverings not incorporated into the original product may not only void the garment’s 
compliance with the appropriate standard, they may also put the user at risk by reducing the high-visibility performance of the garment. 

The high-visibility properties offered by Hard Yakka Hi-Visibility garments may be lessened due to normal wear over time or if the 
fabric is stretched. Hard Yakka Hi-Visibility garments using natural fibres have been tested and comply to Australian Standards  
AS/NZS 4602.1:2011 High-Visibility Safety Garments in dry conditions. Wet conditions may alter the compliance of these fabrics  
to the standard and appropriate care should be taken.

According to the Australian Standard, materials classified as 
high-visibility for daytime use must be manufactured from a 
durable fabric of woven or knitted cotton or equivalent man-
made fibre that contains a fluorescent pigment or other high-
visibility dye, or to which a fluorescent plastic coating has been 
applied. These materials are subjected to the following tests and 
must meet or exceed specified minimum requirements for:
■  Daylight colour and luminance factor
■  Colourfastness to light
■  Colourfastness to washing
■  Colourfastness to perspiration
■  Colour retention testing

In some cases, for safety reasons, a garment must be made 
from a natural fibre incapable of retaining a fluorescent colour. 
In these instances, the material is tested for luminance for non-
fluorescent materials. Alternatively, man-made fibres are 
generally capable of retaining a fluorescent colour and are 
therefore tested for luminance for fluorescent materials. The 
fabrics used in the manufacture of Hard Yakka Hi-Visibility 
workwear are tested and must meet or exceed specified 
minimum requirements for:
■  Chromaticity
■  Luminance for fluorescent materials
■  Luminance for non-fluorescent materials

HI-VISIBILITY DAY/NIGHT
Y07740 - Koolgear Hi-Visibility Long 
Sleeve Shirt with Tape.

HI-VISIBILITY NIGHT
Y07745 - Koolgear Ventilated Long 
Sleeve Shirt with Tape.

HI-VISIBILITY DAY
Y11360 - Foundations Hi-Visibility 
Two Tone Cotton Long Sleeve Polo.

Hard Yakka Hi-Visibility workwear meets relevant  
Australian and New Zealand Standards, AS/NZS 4602.1:2011 
for high-visibility safety garments.

The Hard Yakka Fade Shade Label helps you identify any change in garment colour. It is a discreet, 
silicone label that serves as an indicator to show the point at which hi-visibility shades become  
non-compliant. This label retains is colour through wash and wear, even when the fabric on the 
garment fades. Positioned on the front of the garment, this innovation makes it easy for Health  
and Safety officers and employees to assess when Hi-Visibility apparel may no longer be compliant. 
The Hard Yakka Fade Shade label is a fully patented Workwear Group innovation and is designed to 
show its compliance to High Visibility: AS/NZS 4602.1:2011, Non-fluorescent Class, Day.
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HI-VISIBILITY 
STANDARDS



In fact, as you can see from the table below, when it comes 
to protection from harmful UV rays, Hard Yakka is a tough 
act to follow. All Hard Yakka workwear has been tested by 
independent, accredited laboratories and rated according 
to Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 4399:1996 
Sun Protection Clothing Classification. 

There are many important factors that should be 
considered when selecting your Hard Yakka workwear.  
The UPF rating is for the fabric only, and does not take  
into account the design of the garment.

For outdoor workers, Hard Yakka recommends garments 
that cover the maximum area of the body. For example, 
Hard Yakka workwear with full arm and leg coverage 
should be selected. To ensure complete protection, a 
hat and sunscreen should also be worn. Finally, the UPF 
protection offered by the garment may be lessened if the 
fabric is stretched, wet, in close contact with the skin, or 
worn out due to wear and tear over time.

Hard Yakka knows a thing or two about Australia’s unique work 
conditions. That’s why most Hard Yakka workwear is rated UPF 50+ 
for Excellent Protection against the harsh Australian sun.

UPF RATING RATING UVR PROTECTION CATEGORY EFFECTIVE UVR TRANSMISSION

15, 20 GOOD PROTECTION 6.7 TO 4.2

25, 30, 35 VERY GOOD PROTECTION 4.1 TO 2.6

40–50, 50+ EXCELLENT PROTECTION < 2.5
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UPF RATINGS


